
Message to people living in shelters 

You might have  been told by staff members or by the director of the association which runs your accomodation  
(shelter or flat) that you will have to leave when it closes, namely at the end of March. Here are a few things you  
should know  :

If you are told that your housing shelter is going to close:

The law concerning shelters states that it is not possible to envict someone who has no atlerrnative accomodation.  
This means nobody has any legal right  to evict  you from your shelter.  If  you leave your shelter,  the police  
department (prefecture de police) will conclude that it was your choice to leave and there is a high risk that you 
will not be provided  any other housing. 

If you are told you must leave your shelter because you are in France without valid documentation :

The right to receive shelter is unconditional which means your administrative situation has no 
bearing on the matter. Even if you have been refused asylum by the OFPRA, even if your request for a resident  
permit has been turned down by the Prefecture, even if your appeal has been rejected or you have received an 
OQTF (Obligation to Leave French Territory), it makes no difference: you still have the right to remain in your 
shelter and the director or the staff of housing associtations cannot force you to leave based on those reasons. 

If you are told that the police may come to envict you from your shelter or arrest and deport you :

The law allows the police to access housing shelters with the consent of the shelter's director, but forbids them to  
enter your room or appartment without a warrant delivered by a judge. It is highly unlikely that a judge would 
hand out a warrant only because you are there without valid documentation. So you have the right to lock the door 
of your room or your appartment and refuse to open it to the police or anyone else. 

Furthermore, the place where you are given shelter is legally considered to be your domicile. To be evicted from 
your domicile there needs to be a decision by a court. Now, if you or others in your housing shelter choose to stay  
on after the day you were told to leave, the police cannot interfere without a legal procedure, which generally 
takes a long time. 

If you have been ordered to leave the country (OQTF)  :

This particular order has a period of time before coming into effect (usually 30 days, sometimes 48 hours). Before 
the end of this period, the police does not have the right to deport you. You can appeal the OQTF, with the help of  
the lawyer, in order to cancel the order. This procedure is free for people with little or no money because they are  
entitled to legal aid. 

Beware,  for those of you whose official  address is  at  La Releve: make sure you haven't  received an OQTF 
because the employees of the centre  La Releve were told to  sign the receipt  for post  in your name.  This is 
important because the time period you have before the OQTF can be inforced, which is also the time you have to  
appeal to the Tribunal Administratif (Administrative court), starts on the day the receipt is signed.

In any case, if you have a lawyer you can ask them to get in touch with the association which is providing you 
shelter and request that it respects your housing rights . 

If you have been asked orally to leave your shelter, you can demand that the association sends you a formal letter 
(saying on which day you are told to leave).

If you are made to leave the shelter and you find yourself on the street, you can ask your lawyer to make a refere-
liberte, a legal procedure which might allow you, under certain conditions, to find another shelter.

If the working staff try to make you leave the place where you are living or if the police try to arrest you, 
you can call this emergency number: 07 58 23 00 69 (Lycamobile). 
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